Analysis and interpretation of Frederic Rzewski’s North American Ballads by 石井, 玲子 & Ishii, Reiko
 opqrstuvwo-xyz{y-u/|r})u~y 
8\5` 
 
M 1* 
 
opqrstuvwo-xyY·2=*è2®W#$Iíu0/+
-.`Á³·ûndW	Á³Ý\8ÄI2í<Y@0¾EB}2W
Z[II0/+-.`Á³û	
	l¾Z³Ý\8Á?ÁIvwo-x
y2í<\Y@0WYÊ`rúèZ[³ÝèÝ80WYI26
è0/{í<z{y-u/|r})u~yîï¾1³Ivwo-xy22
¾ç`B8/|r}2 Ïh%h%¾y1ÁBoytu)âW#\z
"ÁÝKz83Yúì@%2Îze¾¡`³z¬)-ÝNý2Qy-
2 4¾û`Á³í@[B20/{z{y-u/|r})u~yÜÝ³
5¾çÝIó[@22d/|r}2Òú29¸Z[³Ý\?¾h
\7`Ò0 2W#\8 
ó2ÃÄI¿þlt-Wy/22èíl¾MÁèÒ@I()áQèoy
tu)â¾è·©Á³ÝBÒ?$I2#\h%¾
W6·Á³Ý\7`Ò<@?`è`B8¾5Á³Ý7`9$Iè Ï¿
\W£ÁÓ2:ÓÁA¾2dW6Á³Ý\7`Ò?`B8
0Ò@08\vwo-xy2£`?`è$I0/+-.``³I2
¾HÁ³\BE2® è\7`¾ãV\8 
 
 vwo-xyI{y-u/|r})u~yI20µI0/{I 
oytu)âIá-.u)â 
 

 /|r}2íu0/+-.2opqrs
tuvwo-xy1938-Y 20 µð@?@
2è·(y)2=*èb2®
W#\8éysUI/|r}¾d}2
W2í<ÒZ[IÉBû0/+
-.`Á³I·Wû	
	l¾ç`
³Ý\8@08Ý³ûIvwo-xy2Ò
()´y.W$Æn@[Iûjò?!@Á
³	l¾ç`³£B8Á?ÁèÒ@Ivw
o-xy2í<\Y@0WYÊ
`rúèZ[³ÝèÝ·¸W#\8 u
ÜÝ³Yæ 2û2Y"\û22I@0
#WY2X)W*ÞyK]deYÊ`rú
?[³ÝèÝ8CH2í<25¾ç`³
Ý\@02 Y$T2û2ÎW#$Ió[
ûæ W?[³Ý\ 1)8 
vwo-xy2z{y-u/|r})u~
y1978Y26èí<2®ÜW#$I
/|r}è0/{W#\8á-.u
)â Ï¹W#\%Ý/|r}2¹¾û`
ÁBû2WIó[&[2Y ÏTBìÒq
2û`Wè ÏWÓÁrWÝ\2MIN
ý ÏTBìÒ'¾l?ÁèÒ@ Ï¤¥2
Æ¾(Ù³Ý\/I2:ÓÁAÒ6
1 ±²w
	
FMúû
³ 
* ´µ¶T ;·4=rishii@unii.ac.jp 
µé¸=èÁ  
䛆◊✲ㄽᩥ䛇㻌
㻌䠄ᰝㄞ䛒䜚䠅
㻙㻌 㻞㻣㻌㻙
 ·Z[³Ý\8 
720/{\æ 2 Ò/|r
}WYÝÜ?"\Ò 2-6)Ió[@2}YI
u)ÜÝ³ÁIq*+
èmï?@,$Z[Bû2?I5î
ï¾1³IH¾-ÙBû2W#\80
2Yó[@¾;JI25¾
çÝIíZ[B2d/|r}2h%
 Ïh%Òú29¸Z[³Ý\?¾ 
!\7`W#\8 

 opqrstuvwo-xy2.í<
\/ ñ¾,EIÒ/|r}2h%
Wh%¾íu	lú29¸
Z¼B2?¾0\8 ñ2}Yæ W?
[Bû2W#\8ó2ðIz{y-u/|r})u
~y2z"ÁÝKz83Yúì@%
2Îze¾¡`³z¬)-Ý1
Ný2Qy-2 4ÜÝ³Ió[&[2
û`è`B23¹ Ï¹ÜÝ³ ñ¾
a¨Ió2Òí@[B¾0\8óÁ³I
z{y-u/|r})u~y24 7) ¾
û`I4 ó[&[25¾Á³Ý8
ó2I0/{¾5Ý³ÁèÒ@I
èÔro+st/2l¾"AÝ³Ý
£I4KZ[B2dú29è÷W
Ò6·Z[³Ý\2?¾ !\8 
	
&'vwo-xy2`. 
opqrstuvwo-xyY 1938 I1
´ÞyVsd6É[è2WI-¬y7u
X8o¬rsáuâ-`Ê912
`Ý7`è\85 »?@í¾:EI
Ðy7;yw
WYQWyu0-.)I
)yQu.)á)<]ÁIár)-.
)w
WYvæyuVs(=)`Q.
)u~*s.<]ÁB81960 ?@ 2 I
oQX.>
?¾@³QXyvuAs0
s(<]\BEXWr/B
ÁB 8)8
Á?ÁIA0s(`2é×ÒCIDM`
Á³YÖè[³û@Ùè?`BI`ð
Òï¨³Ý\ 9)8 
ó2ÉÉvwo-xyYéysUE$I
}yQÐX)du(Þ.stÐF)I0,y
QuypyIv=)uÂyvèú2í
2í<¾\G[B0/+-.`Á³éy
sUW^Ò0@[\9è`B8Y1Â
Ý4HW#`B3³(y)$I·
0/{2	l¾IJç`B8X
7u,pt.+t-KLLÔ¾MÜ9
è$I1966y1WKLuN,
Ñv}u,ps.+}u7¬7;MEV
¾V²ÁB 8)8ó2,WYIX7u
,pt.+t-I,KLI())Ôr
yuvæI+1rÑ/2Çl¾MÁè
Ò@INè¾ÁB8Y£³
Ý³b29©`³ÝBEIO¿Z[
B4WYèI£³R\û2W#\I
`Ý§¨2û`I2è	lÒç[B 10)8 
 7[@2	lÒó2ð2vwo-xy
2í<ûÚÛ¾¤97`è\81ÂY
}2íÒI·2íl¾M¶Á
èÒ@IPQÒHÁÝ¾í\BER
çSvÁ³ÝB8vwo-xyYTUA
Ò#\Voytu)â2|q¬¾
MÝèÒ@I·2ílW¾í\7
`LÔ¾Mì:EB8ÜÉ$I}2PQÒ
HW£\9è¾í\BEIÔ0Þ
yu)âWè%t`X èt(s
t2íl¾Ã:JIèY¾
M`B¾í\9è\2W#\ 10)8óÁ
³IíÒLÔ¾M`³ÝBWè%
tó2Â2h%¾y1Á³í<¾
í\9è$IYZ2í`[[
\9è`³Ý8 
vwo-xy260/{í<zÐ\2
©1975YÎ]r2qlÒ
y1W#$I2*+øò¾<]6ÁB
Ý^2í<W#\8r2íIVQ8_u
_QèÒíÁB`a¹zÐ\2¾û`
í@[B 362©?@è\©WI·
`Á³YbcÑ2#\í<`è`³Ý\8  
zÃÁBY`Á³d[\7`YèÝ
`ÝaÝ|sVyv×Ò#$I72WY¿
þlIt-Wyèú#@Ó\l2ÒM
¶Z[IKL2F5ûÉ[Iè
ே㛫⏕άᏛ◊✲䚷㻌➨㻤ྕ䚷㻌㻞㻜㻝㻣
㻙㻌 㻞㻤㻌㻙
 Y`è`³Ý\8ÂÒ 1ÂdÆû
¤e72w2dWIvwo-xyYÓÕ¾f
$gÙIhÃÁ³ÝQ2i¾ 362©
Wh]6·Á³Ý\ 1)8 
z{y-u/|r})u~yY/|r
}0/+-.IÔyQuvwX(-2jk
9$I1978º79íZ[I¥ 4?@è
\872WYI/|r}W%?@¹[
³ÝBá-.u)â Ï¹¾û`©
Òç[I7[@2 4Ò/|r}2h
%¾l£m$Á³Ý\8 1  Dreadful 
Memories"ÁÝKI 2 Which Side are 
You On?83Yúì@%2ÎI 3
Down by the Riversidee¾¡`³I 4
Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues ¬)-Ý1N
ý2Qy-2k2`vwo-xy2
4 2~y25ÜÝ³0 Wï
¨³Ý£BÝ8 
 1980 dnû	
í	l¾ç`³
Ý\vwo-xyW#\ÒI2íâYc
Bèû2opÁZ³Ý\8¦T`Á³YI
1977 ?@qQRy2r,yvÞr²Q
Wí2¾OE³Ý\-IX,yQw
I
}roQ+/stw
I.r+¬QI
qQr)stw
/2Òw
Wu¾,`
B7`Ò#$I}2íBìÚÛ¾ØÙ
³Ý\8·ûqQRyv2YIjò?!
@wNÒ#$Ií¾,EBáâÑW
¾ç`B81999!@ÁBÂ22M¾zK
L2*.¾YöEI`Ýçxó2û22
Ô¾chÝZ\W#\2X7
YIó2zWy[\7`¾azÓ
PQ2{ÑñÉ[B8`6·Z[³Ý\ 9)8 
 
O'k`ó2 
 z{y-u/|r})u~yY/|r
}0/+-.2ÔyQuvwX(-2jk
W 1978º79íZ[B8vwX(-YI
/|r}2Ô0Þy2#l2ÚÛ¾Ö
B¾,E³I|}/Q~Ñ¾í\GUÒ#
$Ivwo-xyz?$³IÝ?
û/|r}èí<¾~ÁB 11)8ó2*z
Ù³ÁB2Ò 4?@è\z{y-u
/|r})u~yW#\84 `û/|
r}``³ÁAÒ#$I%?@9¹
[³£BW#\BEI7[@2¾%t
`ÁB0/{©¾í`B872 4Y Ï
ll`;Á³Ý\¹WI¹Ò6
Á³Ý\·2ÁZ¾vwo-xyYÑW
mèÆn³Ý\8 
 
&& Dreadful Memories 
Dreadful Memories"ÁÝKY 1931
2Â)Wsxy2<-.Xx2[r
uvæt)ºÒ¹`B¹WIvwo-x
yY722|q¬¾û`íÁIº
ñÁ³Ý\8ÁÝ2·¾£Á
Ó¸²¾6ÁIó[¾-Q2
Precious Memoriesw#èK19252|
q¬f¼³¹`B8zw#èK2¹W
X.Q¾[ÝAÙ³Ý\8væt)º@
2N¾û`I<WÏWÒ
ÓÁrWÝ\2M¾Ý³Ý\819312 3
?2 37 û2rÒÓÁAè
Ò@522dWrWÝ`BÂ27`¾
z"ÁÝK`Á³\x6·ÁB 12)8 
 }2á-.u)âÒóW#\9
I72Y()áQè'çI, IV, VI(
)áQèrÑIóÁ³ 4s2opy?@
\ÁAÝè`³Ý\8 
 
OO Which Side are You On?  
Â)Wsxy62Ðy)u})¬2<
WÁÝ Ï`è$I1931Ioyp
)-ury-ºÒó2¸²¾£KÁI
~á¬-.2â¹ Lay the Lily Low2
|q¬°¼B Which Side are You On?¾
í`B8ó2ðI Ï¹`Á³¹[ZI1973
2K2-.Xx2ÂûM[B 12) 87
2-.Xx¾`BxÞ|)WryU
zÐy)u})¬uUSA2dWYI90
»2ry-ºÒ72¾¹`³Ý\8 
 wT%`<%2zúì@%Ü2?
`<]ih¾Á³Ý\ Ï¹YI< 
Ïf°êè\7`¾E³I4!25
¿Á³´µ¾M`I`Ý|sVyv¾r
WÝ\8vwo-xyY7[¾û`í¾Á
BÒI¾Ü2F5IÜÉ$IKZ[B
䝣䝺䝕䝸䝑䜽䞉䝆䜵䝣䝇䜻䞊䛂䝜䞊䝇䞉䜰䝯䝸䜹䞁䞉䝞䝷䞊䝗䛃䛻䛚䛡䜛ᴦ᭤ศᯒ䛸₇ዌゎ㔘
㻙㻌 㻞㻥㻌㻙
 4¾\3@`_á(=)2KL2ð
@2F55B8 
 
nn Down by the Riverside  
3 2~yY72,2dWÝû%Ý
¹W#\ Down by the Riversidee¾¡`³
ÒM[³Ý\872Yèh%¾ `
³Ý\á-.u)â26èW#\
ÒI 1` 229 Ïl`;Á
³Ý\WYèÝ8ÎÛp2¡2X è2
3¹W#$I¹zûò`pY¢Î
`#\9I¸p¹Wû#\8Á?ÁIv=
)uâry)wXY23¹YÜ2Ô
¾M`³Ý\ý°Ò}IÜ2ÔY£
2dW[¤Z[³Ý\¤èð±W#\`ï
¨³Ý\ 12) 8ðIq.Ñp¥¦§2q
[2ÂèúI2èýþWÁÝ¹©$
èÒ@IC@ÉW¹ÝYÒ[³Ý\8 
 
 Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues 
4Y Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues¬)
-Ý1Ný2Qy-W#\ÒI72Y
íTÐ¨WI´-u}X62¬)-
Ý#\©ªNýWÏ2 Ï¤¥¾¹
`³Ý\872X èQy-Y 19302
©ªNýW2«Cè Ï¤¥¿\¬¹`[
Ù\W#"8vwo-xyY 1979 2U
­{y1upX®?@X)-0py(=)¾@
³I720/{¾Z¼B872UYI
/|r}ÎF©ªNýWÏ()âQ1¯yI
{y1Ò Ïf°Ã³çl¾Á³Ý
-.yryW#\8  
 
n'5 
vwo-xyIz7[@2X è
¹¾M`B2YI~sÐÒ_Qè)2BE2(
yQ3â¹¾¶ÝB2°`Bû
2`ï¨³Ý\ 13)8]?4¾h\`I7
2Y±w²°³²°/2~sÐÒM`
³ÝB%´è¿þl2t+st¾M¶Á³
Ý\7`Ò?\8oytu)âI-
QIQy-/2|q¬rÑ¾û`Á
³I~sÐ2¿þl2t+stt-WyI
+1rÑ/22èíl¾MÝèÒ@I
vwo-xyÒú29 42~y¾í
$ÆnB2?¾d¡5Á³Ý£BÝ8 
 
&Dreadful Memories 
µ 1~24s 
 3ï2¶$IÁÝ2·¾£Á
AI6ÁBû2¾-Q2 Precious 
Memoriesw#èK2f¼³í@[
BÒ Dreadful MemoriesW#\8k`1ö©
XRaW:É\vwo-xy22·B 8s
2q%y1Yk`É`B1öW#$I
72q%YÝÜ?2[yol?@
\8Figure 12·BF¾78 
 
Figure 1. mm. 1-10. 
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Figure 2. mm. 25-36. 
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Figure 4. mm. 75-85. 
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Figure 6. mm. 1-6. 
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Figure 7. mm. 24-32. 
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Figure 8. mm. 131-138. 
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Figure 9. mm. 1-6. 
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Figure 11. mm. 16-20. 
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Figure 12. mm.54-57. 
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Figure 14. mm. 1-2. 
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Figure 15. mm. 19-20. 
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Figure 16. mm. 86-88. 
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Figure 17. mm. 134-145. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
Analysis and interpretation of Frederic Rzewski’s North American Ballads 
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Frederic Rzewski is one of the important musicians of contemporary music, and has been active all over the 
world as a composer and a pianist. In recent years, not only his works have been performed in many countries 
including Japan, but also he himself has been playing vigorously as a pianist. Nevertheless, in Japan, there are 
few studies concerning Rzewski and his works. In this research, a study of Rzewski’s music is conducted 
focusing on one of his major piano works, "North American Ballads." The purpose of this study is to see how the 
American social background is reflected upon this work, by analyzing “North American Ballads” which is 
composed based on four folk songs on the theme of American labor and social issues; “Dreadful Memories,” 
“Which Side are You on?” “Down by the Riverside,” and “Winnsboro Cotton Mill Blues.” As a result, a process 
of altering simple folk songs into complex contemporary music by utilizing composition techniques such as 
cluster and counterpoint is revealed, and it becomes clear that social background behind this work is expressed 
through music. Further analysis also revealed that the music expresses the criticism on hard labor and the cries 
and suffering of the people living in poverty. It is expected that this study motivates further study on Rzewski in 
Japan, and becomes an aid for pianists to understand and perform his music. 
 
Key Words: Frederic Rzewski, North American Ballads, 20th century music, piano works, folk songs, 
protest songs 
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